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right up to the march on Rome : c The rumour that has
been circulated that the fascists are aiming at Rome In
order to bring about a coup d'etat is entirely baseless.3 A
few days later, on August 1i, in an interview with // Mattino
of Naples, Mussolini said :
c The march on Rome has begun. It is not a question
of the actual march of the three hundred thousand black-
shirts that form our redoubtable army. Such a inarch
is strategically possible by three routes : by the Adriatic
coast, the Mediterranean, and the Tiber valley, all of
which are in our power. But it is not yet politically
inevitable. Remember the alternatives I suggested in my
speech in the Chamber.1 They are still open, and the
next few months will provide the answer. It is quite
certain that fascism means to become the state, but it is
not so certain that the attainment of this objective involves
a coup d'etat. Still, that possibility must be regarded as a
possibility. Apart from this I repeat, the march on Rome
has begun, if not from a strictly insurrectional aspect,
at least from an historical one ; since at this very moment
a new political class is in process of being formed, to
which will be confided quite soon the difficult task of
governing—I say governing—the nation.3
Rumours of a march on Rome quickly spread and multi-
plied. Everybody was discussing it ; only government
circles remained sceptical. Baron Beyens, the Belgian
ambassador at the Vatican, relates in his memoirs :2
c In September I travelled with an Italian manu-
facturer, Baron Blanc, an enthusiastic supporter of fascism,
to whom I offered a seat in my reserved compartment
... he informed me that quite shortly, in a few weeks'
time, Mussolini was going to bring off a coup d'etat. The
blackshirt bands would be mobilized and provided with
rifles and machine-guns. After assembling for the Naples
Congress they would march on Rome.9
Towards the end of the same month, September, Musso-
lini made a speech at Cremona, the meaning of which was
1 Pp. 207, 234.	a Quatre Ans a Rome, Parisj 1934.

